
1.  “Tyton® and Field Lok® are registered trademarks and properties of United States Pipe and Foundry Company, LLC.  Gripper 

Gasket, LLC is not affiliated in any way with United States Pipe and Foundry Company, LLC.”

CORRECT WRONG

1.  Do not use Gripper Gaskets™ to provide electrical joint conductivity for thawing purposes.  Such use may 
damage the gaskets.

2.  Use Gripper Gaskets™ only in push-on joints which have the trademark  Tyton®, Trim Tyton® or Tyton Joint®1.  
Use in other joints may result in joint separation.

3.  Gripper Gaskets™ should not be used in above ground installations.

4.  Do not use Gripper Gaskets™ with corroded pipe.

5.  Gripper Gasket LLC has not conducted tests with gray iron or plastic piping products and, therefore, cannot 
recommend or warrant the use of Gripper Gasket™ with gray iron (pipe, fittings or valves) or plastic (pipe or fittings).

6.  Always make sure the gasket is properly placed in the socket with the sealing bulb or thickest portion of the 
gasket being deepest in the socket.

7.  Use in casings:  Pipelines restrained with Gripper Gaskets™ may be installed in straight casings by pulling, not 
pushing, the pipe through the casing.  Assembly of the joints must be controlled, such as with come-a-longs or cable 
hoist, to prevent fully “homing” spigot to base of the socket to allow for joint deflection.

8.  Do not reuse Gripper Gaskets™.

9.  Do not use Gripper Gaskets™ with Tyton Plugs1 since it is not possible to remove the plug after the joint is assem-
bled.

10.  If the maximum joint deflection is necessary, do not push the pipe to the bottom of the socket.

11.  For cold weather assemblies, keep the temperature of the Gripper Gasket™ above 40° F.

12.  Approximately twice as much assembly force may be required to assemble a Gripper Gasket™  joint as is required 
for a conventional Tyton® Gasket¹ push-on joint.

13.  The Gripper Gasket™ should not be used on pipe and fittings which have thick coatings or tape wrap on the 
outer 
diameter of the pipe.  In general, if the peen pattern is not visible on the pipe surface, the asphalt coating may be too 
thick for proper penetration of the teeth of the Gripper Gasket™.  The thick coating should be removed from the end 
of the pipe or fitting before assembly.  The coating must be no more than 2 mils thick for asphalt coating and 6 mils 
nominal thickness for 2 part epoxy coating on the plain end of the pipe.

14.  Concrete Thrust blocking or other means of thrust restraint is not required to be used with Gripper Gaskets™ 
when 
Gripper Gaskets™ are used in a designed thrust restraint system.  The Thrust Restraint Design for Ductile-Iron Pipe 
published by the Ductile-Iron Pipe Research Associatin (DIPRA) is one method used to calculate the required length 
of 
restraint at a change in direction.  This program is available online at www.dipra.org.

Pressure Rating:  The working pressure rating of the Gripper Gasket™ Restrained Joint System does not exceed that of the 
working pressure rating of the pipe in which it is installed.

15.  If Gripper Gaskets™ are used in vertical installations, provisions must be made to keep the joint extended and not 
allow the teeth to become disengaged from the pipe.  Failure to keep vertical joints extended can result in joint 
separation. 

16.  For cut pipe, select pipe with diameters or circumferences at the cut location which conform to Table 1 (Page 5).

17.  For cut pipe, ensure that a tapered bevel similar to the one furnished with the pipe is ground on to the end of the 
pipe.

18.  Measure the socket depth and make a mark on the pipe spigot that distance from the end of the pipe.  This mark 
will indicate when the joint is fully “home”.

19.  Keep the joint in straight alignment during assembly, especially when handling fittings.  Do not fully “home” the 
joint if maximum joint deflection is required.  Set the joint deflection after the assembly is made.

20.  Check for correct positioning of the Gripper Gasket™ by inserting a feeler gauge in the space between the bell 
and the pipe OD in several locations around the socket to assure that the gasket is in proper position in the socket.
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